MSG: Matt Smith Group

Matt Smith Group evolved from Matt Smith’s original innovative compositions.

In 2010, Smith fulfilled a lifelong dream recording M.S.G’s “Now or Never” with world renowned drummer Jeff Sipe and innovative bassist Reed Mathis. MSG sound’s great recorded, but live their full energy exceeds what can be contained on a disc. 

Smith, Sipe, and Mathis are all eclectic and accomplished musicians in their own right, but together they are phenomenal, blurring the lines between musical styles in a split second.

 

Matt Smith Bio:
Matt Smith was born in Harrison, Arkansas in 1978, and began playing guitar in 1988 at the age of eleven. Smith began early lessons with his cousin Phillip Smith of the Lovin’ Spoonful and his talented father Jazz guitarist Gus Smith. In 1998 Smith moved to Reno, Nevada to study with Jazz and Country guitar virtuoso Clint Strong. 

Smith has spearheaded several projects and musical groups in Northwest Arkansas over the past decade, including the innovative rock/funk/reggae inspired band The Flip Off Pirates. With the Flip Off Pirates, Smith recorded two albums “Flip Off Pirates Live” and “Trillions of Voices” and is currently working on a third album.  With his father Jazz guitarist Gus Smith, Matt recorded  “Full Circle” featuring jazz standards and performs regularly as a father/son Jazz duo.  In 2008, Smith launched his first solo project, M.S.G (the Matt Smith Group), featuring original compositions. In 2010, Smith fulfilled a lifelong dream recording  M.S.G’s “Now or Never” with world renowned drummer Jeff Sipe and innovative bassist Reed Mathis. 

Smith currently performs over a hundred shows annually from solo and duo performances to band ensembles with a wide range in genre from jazz, reggae, blues, rock, to world music and beyond. He has toured nationally and has shared the stage with Michael Franti, Rob Wasserman, Jacob Fred Jazz Odyssey, Clint Strong, Jeff Sipe, Reed Mathis, Joseph Israel, Bob and Ziggy Marley alumni and many of Northwest Arkansas’s finest musicians. 

With his keen sense of improvisation, his ability to transcend genres, his incredible guitar virtuosity, and his refined compositional skills, Smith creates a signature sound that has captivated audiences for nearly two decades and has resulted in 10 Northwest Arkansas Music Awards and a place in the North West Arkansas Hall Of Fame. 

Matt and Gus Smith:
Father and Son Guitar Duel in a Soothing Yet Aggressive Manor.The Quartet Groove's on Classic Jazz and Latin Standards.The Interplay is most definitely a treat to the ears.
Gus Smith was born in Harrison, Arkansas in 1940. He began playing guitar when he was eight years old. Gus played to audiences worldwide with the U.S. Navy's Fleet Big Band in the late fifties and early sixties. Since then he has performed small ensemble jazz with clarinetist Marvin George, bassist Charlie Hayden, organist Mel Ryhne, and guitarists Herb Ellis and Clint Strong as well as many others over the years. With a profound understanding of and ability to play jazz, Gus has taught and influenced many musicians in the Ozarks at his music store in Harrison, Arkansas Guitarsmiths. Gus keeps the traditions of Charlie Christain, Barney Kessel ,and many great jazz guitarists alive and well.                                                                      

 

